
More information and applications  
 

 ̧ From Great Britain, contact CWM for applications 

 ̧ Within the Netherlands and further afield, contact Iain Majcher 

 

For further information contact:  

The Mission House  

Erjo Beitler 

The Mission House Amstelrank, 

Nieuwe Herengracht 20-II 

1018 DP Amsterdam 

The Netherlands 

00 31 (0)20 627 1491 

E-mail: info@missionhouse.nl    

Website: www.missionhouse.nl  

 
Iain Majcher  

The Mission House project 

p.a. Bureau Protestantse Kerk Amsterdam 

Nieuwe Keizersgracht 1-A 

1018 DR Amsterdam 

0031 (0)20 53 53 712 

0031 (0)6 153 39 601  

       E-mail: iain.majcher@protestantsamsterdam.nl  

Website: www. protestantsamsterdam.nl  

 

The Mission Enabler  

Council for World Mission, European Region 

The Council for World Mission 

European Region 

CAN Mezzanine 

32-36 Loman Street 

London SE1 0EH 

00 44 (0) 20 7922 7990 

E-mail: admin@cwmeurope.org    

Website: www.cwmeurope.org  

 

Whoõs behind the Mission House? 

The Mission House, set up in 2005, and is an initiative of the Protestantse Jeugdwerk 

Amsterdam and is supported by the Council for World Mission - European 

Region,Togetthere (Kerk in Actie / ICCO) and by the Protestantse Diaconie 

Amsterdam which together form the Mission House Council. It is a part of  The 

European Voluntary Service. 
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Come and join the Mission House  
Are you between 18-25? Are you looking for a chance to explore yourself, your faith and 

the world, through service and caring? Would you like to work with various people, as 

part of a small Christian community, giving and sharing, and making a difference? Does 

the thought of living and working in the heart of Amsterdam appeal to you? Are you 

willing to exchange 10 months of your life for food, lodging, pocket money and a lifetime 

experience? If the answer to these 

questions is yes, then the Mission 

House is for you!     

 

So, what is the Mission House? 

The Mission House consists of an 

international Christian community of 

8 young people drawn mainly from 

Europe. They live together for 10 

months in the centre of Amsterdam. 

Each member of the Mission House 

works as a full-time volunteer in a 

number of different social projects in 

the city of Amsterdam. The projects 

range hugely; from working with young people, criminals, migrants, drug users, homeless 

people, mentally  handicapped and terminally ill people ð to name but a few. 

 

 

More about The Mission House...  
 

The Mission House is on the 2nd floor of a 18th 

Century listed building. There are fantastic views from 

the house of the garden and canals. Located 2 minutes 

from the City Centre. There is a communal dining 

room, living room, kitchen and bathroom while 

everyone has their own bedroom with a washbasin to 

make their personal space. 

 

Life in the Mission House can be described as unique. 

You will work in various projects chosen by you, in a 

multi-cultural city and live with people who you 

wouldnõt necessarily choose to live with. It is 

challenging but at the same time a lot of fun. You 

learn a lot about yourself and society around you. 

There is no such thing as a ôtypicalõ day in the Mission 

House. The reason for this is that everyone in the house has very different work 

schedules because you decide which projects you work in and when.  

 

 

 

What is required of you?  
Most projects do not require any particular experience or skills. However, there are 

certain criteria for selection. In order to qualify for the Mission House, you must: 

 be  18 to 25 years old 

 be Christian or open to actively exploring the Christian faith 

 be willing to participate in Godõs mission by serving others 

 be single, with no children 

 be in good health  

 have good social skills 

 be flexible and open to change 

 be a team player 

 be able to work independently and 

use your initiative 

 be able to speak English and willing 

to learn Dutch 

 be willing to be part of an 

international community with all its 

different cultures and be prepared 

to shrug off international stereotypes 

  

First Months,  

When you arrive in September there will be an orientation visit of the city to show you 

all the sites and sounds of Amsterdam. There will be a welcome service in one of the 

foster churches on your first Sunday here; this is also a chance to meet a large variety of 

people connected to the house and your year. You spend the first month visiting the 

wide variety of projects around Amsterdam.  There is a national introduction seminar 

with the other diaconal volunteers   and a 40 hour language course provided by 

Togetthere  programme spread over 3 months to help combat the language barrier. 

 

What will it cost?  

You will be provided with full board 

and lodging for 10 months, pocket 

money at û150 per month, training 

seminars and 40 hours of language 

courses. You will need to provide 

the cost of return travel to 

Amsterdam and insurance (i.e. 

travel, health, personal accident). In 

total this could amount to û750.  

Your local and National church may 

be able to offer financial help. If you 

are a member of the European 

Voluntary service (EVS) then travel  costs and insurance will be paid for by EVS. 

 

 



Projects  
 

Amsterdammers Helpen Amsterdammers (AHA)  

AHA is an Evangelical project situated in the heart of Amsterdam's 'Red Light District', 

offering a drop in centre for the homeless with a bike repair shop and wood work shop 

in the back. www.aha-dienstverlening.nl 

 

Arendsnest  

The Arendsnest (Eagles nest) offers pastoral and psychological counselling to people 

between 19 and 45 years, with the aim of allowing them to live independently in society. 

The house has the ability to have a maximum of 11 adults (of which up to 6 women with 

a child). www.arendsnest.net  

 

De Regenboog Groep  

The aim of De Regenboog Groep, is to offer as many homeless people drop-in the 8 

shelters around Amsterdam. The shelters offer advice while offering basic support such 

as food, showers and changing clothes in a relaxed environment. There are also user 

rooms in some centres for drug users.  www.de regenboog.org  

 

De Kleine Johannes 

De Kleine Johannes is a project for mentally and physically handicapped people. It offers a 

residential home including a small petting farm. People from ages 8-80+ are given as 

much support in their daily lives as needed. www.dekleinejohannes.nl  
      
Don Bosco Jonathan  

Don Bosco Jonathan is a voluntary 

organisation, which seeks to share life with 

homeless youth of Amsterdam. 

www.donboscojonathan.nl  

 

Drugspastoraat  

Drugspastoraat offers addicts spiritual 

guidance, advice and support in their daily 

lives. The Drugspastoraat hold a service 

every Sunday afternoon for homeless people 

and drug addicts.  www.drugspastoraat.nl  
Exodus 

Exodus is a half-way house for ex-prisoners. They are provided with temporary 

accommodation, given help and support to find a regular job, shown how to manage 

money and reintegrate into society.  www.stichtingexodus.nl  
 
Hebron  

Hebron offers a childrenõs club on a Wednesday afternoon with lunch, songs, games and 

Bible lessons. There is also an open meal time once a week for the neighbourhood to 

come together and eat, talk and make bonds throughout the area. 

www.noorderkerk.org  

 

 

Ho spice Kuria  

Kuria is a hospice for the terminally ill in the last few months of their lives. They offer 

medical, spiritual, emotional and practical support. www.kuria.nl  

 

De Tweede Mijl  

A Christian walk in centre for people on the edges of society, compulsive gamblers, 

alcoholics and the homeless, they offer basic support three times a week and also invites 

visitors to learn about the Christian faith for those who wish. www.detweedemijl.nl  

 

Project Thuiskomen (Missionair Diaconaal Project, MDP)  

The aim of MDP is to offer children and teenagers an alternative to just hanging around 

the streets. It is a Christian club which teaches children about God in a fun environment. 

They offer after-school clubs which range from homework help, cooking, dance and Bible 

study. www.westerwijkamsterdam.nl  

                                                        

Opvangcentrum Elandstraat  

Opvangcentrum Elandstraat is a crisis shelter for 

young people age 15 to 23 who are unable live in 

their own home for a variety of reasons. It could be 

due to pregnancy, relationship difficulties, family 

problems or drug. www.elandsstraat.nl  

 

Seamen's Centre  

The Seamanõs centre is a mission for seafarers in the 

port of Amsterdam offering practical and spiritual 

advice to all seafarers. Volunteering consists of 

visiting the large cargo ships and talking to the sailors 

while offering whatever help they can. There is also a 

centre for the seaman to visit in the evenings. 

www.nederlandsezeemanscentrale.nl  

 

Blikveld  

There is one group project which unites the whole Mission House team together, and 

which makes a connection between the Mission House project and the (Protestant) 

Church in Amsterdam. In 2009-2010 this will be Blikveld. 

Blikveld is the youth magazine for the Protestant Church of Amsterdam (PKA). The 

volunteers of The Mission House are members of the editing team along with two other 

Diaconaal Jaar volunteers in Amsterdam and members of the PKA. It provides an 

opportunity for us as a house to work together on one project. Last year Blikveld went 

online with a new interactive website and E-zine. www.blikveld.org  
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Amsterdam and the Mission House  

Amsterdam is one of the most multi-cultural cities in the world, with about 187 different  

nationalities. However, amongst this 

diversity there are a relatively unknown 

social and economic problems; people all 

over the city struggle with issues such as 

poverty and addiction. As a Mission 

House volunteer, you come here to 

serve just a fraction of these people, but 

by giving them your time, your care and 

support you can make a real difference 

to their lives. 

 

Aims of the Mission House  

The aim of the Mission House 

Amsterdam is to give youngsters a chance to participate actively in Christian Mission and 

Service: 

 ̧ Action in volunteer work within social and Christian projects in Amsterdam 

 ̧ Living in an international Christian youth-community with other youngsters 

 ̧ Taking part in Christian life within the Mission House itself and the PKA as a 

whole 

 ̧ Education and personal reflection by working in the projects and confronting 

areas and aspects of society that may be unknown to you.  The house offers 

meetings and faith moments for support and reflection. There are also seminar 

programmes run nationally by 'togetthere' three times in your year to provide 

you with further insight help and support. 

  
�´�7�K�H�� �0�L�V�V�L�R�Q�� �K�R�X�V�H�� �L�V�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �Z�R�U�G�� �D�Q�G�� �D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �P�H�H�W�� where young people give hands 

and feet to the Christian faith. For every youngster it is an experience of a lifetime: to live, and 

work in these different and at times difficult surroundings. They do very varied work, while living 

in a house with 7 other people from 

different walks of life. he house is a 

Christian house giving youngsters not only 

the chance to see another side of life 

through work but also a chance to explore 

their faith during the year while living in 

the community with other Christians. For 

every youngster it is a challenge and 

chance of a lifetime to see another side of 

life while living in a multi cultural Christian 

house.ó by Sjaak Teuwissen (Youth 

advisor for the Protestant Church 

Amsterdam and project           leader for 

the Mission House 2005-2009) 

 

 

 

Daily Life  

During the day everyone works in their various projects. In the evening the Mission 

House volunteers try to eat together as a house, however it is not always possible as 

some people are working. Everyone takes it in turns to cook ð donõt worry if you are 

not a good cook, you soon will be! There are 

three regular house times, so that you get to 

spend some time during your busy week with 

your housemates.  

House meeting : a time to tell the house about 

your week and news, while also dividing the 

house tasks. 

Zin Moment:  a time to share your faith and 

belief with the other people in the house;  

Sunday evenings: A time as a house to relax 

and just spend time together. This could be 

watching a film, going to a café, bowling or just having a free evening. The rest is up to 

you.  In an average week you work 36 hours, in projects you have chosen, and the rest 

of the time is for you to explore the Netherlands and relax with friends. 

 

The support network  

The project as a whole is leaded by the Project Leader, Iain Majcher who works part 

time for  the Protestant Church 

Amsterdam (PKA) as the volunteer 

coordinator. The Mission House team is led by 

the House Leader, Erjo Beitler. He lives in the 

house, is part of the team and house while also 

being there to lead and support the house. 

Each member of the house will have a personal 

mentor drawn from the house friends.  

 

House Friends  

The Mission House has a support network in 

the form of House Friends. These are people 

who want to support the people in the house in many different ways, both practically and 

spiritually. This could be anything from teaching Dutch, to organising trips, to showing us 

the Dutch culture or just drinking a beer together. The House Friends are linked with 

the 2 parent foster churches and the PKA. Once a month the House Friends come for 

dinner. It is a chance for everyone to catch up on each otherõs news and spend the 

evening together. 

 
Mentors  

Each member of the house has a mentor drawn from the house friend group; one of the 

House Friends. This is someone outside The Mission House who you can talk to outside 

the house. A mentor is not chosen for you, it is a mutual decision between you, the 

House Friend, Iain and Erjo. Mentors are an extra support for you, to help guide you 

through the year. You can talk to them about anything: your projects, life in the house or 

even just to explore The Netherlands together. 


